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“It is Impossible for God to Lie” 
Misc.; Hebrews 5:11-6:20 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
God preserves His people; His people persevere in Christ. 
 
The famous Baptist preacher of London, Charles H. Spurgeon wrote an article in the late 1800’s 
titled, Feeding Sheep or Amusing Goats? In this article he said… 

 
An evil is in the professed camp of the Lord, so gross in its impudence, that the most shortsighted can 
hardly fail to notice it during the past few years. It has developed at an abnormal rate, even for evil. It has 
worked like leaven until the whole lump ferments. The devil has seldom done a cleverer thing than 
hinting to the church that part of their mission is to provide entertainment for the people, with a view to 
winning them.  

 
From speaking out as the Puritans did, the church has gradually toned down her testimony, then winked 
at and excused the frivolities of the day. Then she tolerated them in her borders. Now she has adopted 
them under the plea of reaching the masses.  

 
My first contention is that providing amusement for the people is nowhere spoken of in the Scriptures as 
a function of the church.  If it is a Christian work, why did not Christ speak of it?  "Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15)  That is clear enough  So it would have been 
if He had added,  "and provide amusement for those who do not relish the gospel." No such words, 
however, are to be found. It did not seem to occur to him.  

 
Then again, "He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some pastors and 
teachers ... for the work of the ministry" (Eph. 4:11-12). Where do entertainers come in? The Holy Spirit is 
silent concerning them. Were the prophets persecuted because they amused the people or because they 
refused? The concert has no martyr roll.  

 
Again, providing amusement is in direct antagonism to the teaching and life of Christ and all his apostles. 
What was the attitude of the church to the world? Ye are the salt" (Matt. 5:13), not the sugar candy---
something the world will spit out not swallow. He was in awful earnestness.   

 
Had Christ introduced more of the bright and pleasant elements into his mission, he would have been 
more popular when they went back, because of the searching nature of His teaching. I do not hear him 
say, "Run after these people, Peter, and tell them we will have a different style of service tomorrow, 
something short and attractive with little preaching. We will have a pleasant evening for the people. Tell 
them they will be sure to enjoy it. Be quick Peter, we must get the people somehow." Jesus pitied sinners, 
sighed and wept over them, but never sought to amuse them.  

 
In vain will the Epistles be searched to find any trace of this gospel of amusement! Their message is, 
"Come out, keep out...!" Anything approaching fooling is conspicuous by its absence. They had boundless 
confidence in the gospel and employed no other weapon.  

 
After Peter and John were locked up for preaching, the church had a prayer meeting but they did not 
pray, "Lord grant unto thy servants that by a wise and discriminating use of innocent recreation we may 
show these people how happy we are."  

 
If they ceased not from preaching Christ, they had not time for arranging entertainments. Scattered by 
persecution, they went everywhere preaching the gospel. They turned the world upside down (Acts 
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17:6). That is the only difference! Lord, clear the church of all the rot and rubbish the devil has imposed 
on her, and bring us back to the Bible.  

 
Lastly, the mission of amusement fails to [affect] the end desired. It works havoc among young converts. 
Let the careless and scoffers, who thank God because the church met them halfway, speak and testify. Let 
the heavy laden who found peace through the concert not keep silent! Let the drunkard to whom the 
dramatic entertainment has been God's link in the chain of the conversion, stand up! There are none to 
answer. The mission of amusement produces no converts. The need of the hour for today's ministry is 
believing scholarship joined with earnest spirituality, the one springing from the other as fruit from the 
root. The need is biblical doctrine, so understood and felt, that it sets men on fire.1 

 
After reading such a charge we often default in conjuring up images of local churches or 
ministries that “fit the bill.”  Let me caution us from doing this.  We are often quick to pass the 
proverbial “buck” and in so doing fail to see our own incriminating culpability. 
 
The threat of apostasy is real.  It is even more so the more inclusive a church gathering seeks to 
be as to who is its targeted audience.  I fully recognize the various perspectives people come to 
when handling a text like those found in the Book of Hebrews.  One of the elements present in 
the Book of Hebrews is a series of “warning passages.”  Part of our problem in handling such 
passages is the presuppositions we bring to the text.  Another problem might be in handling 
each of the passages from the same vantage point.  Let me begin by offering some initial 
perspective on the Book as a whole. 
 
First, the author of Hebrews is writing to a Jewish “church.”  His reference point and theirs is 
the Hebrew Scripture.  All of their writings and experiences are coming into play. 
 
Second, it appears there is an assault on the simplicity of knowing Jesus Christ.  Some suggest 
the threat comes from Judaizers.  As such there is an element within and without who are 
attempting to pull people back under the Law for their initial salvation and “Christian” life.  
This was the issue in Acts 15.  I tend to concur with the idea that the author of Hebrews is 
taking the message of Paul to the Galatians and bringing it to a new generation of believers 
who are under the same kind of assault present in the church of Galatia in the late 40AD. 
 
Third, as current readers (2012AD) we come with 2,000 years of church history and theological 
posturing.  Lines have been drawn and camps formed.  If we believe one cannot lose their 
salvation, then it must be dealing with reward or “temporal” blessing/rest.  If we believe one 
can lose their salvation, then we must be careful lest we lose what Christ gained.  I have little 
question as to the genuine need of persevering and I do not doubt the real idea of future 
reward or present blessing/rest.  But I’m not sure what this has to do with the text?  This is 
where I will begin with my desire to hear the text speak from the original context and then to 
me as a 21st century believer in Jesus. There are five passages in Hebrews categorized as 
“warning passages.” 
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Hebrews 2 Hebrews 3 Hebrews 6 Hebrews 10 Hebrews 12 

1 For this reason we 
must pay much 
closer attention to 
what we have heard, 
so that we do not 
drift away from it. 
 2 For if the word 
spoken through 
angels proved 
unalterable, and 
every transgression 
and disobedience 
received a just 
penalty, 
 3 how will we 
escape if we neglect 
so great a salvation? 
After it was at the 
first spoken through 
the Lord, it was 
confirmed to us by 
those who heard, 
 4 God also 
testifying with them, 
both by signs and 
wonders and by 
various miracles and 
by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit according to 
His own will. 

12 Take care, 
brethren, that there 
not be in any one of 
you an evil, 
unbelieving heart 
that falls away from 
the living God. 
 13 But encourage 
one another day 
after day, as long as 
it is still called 
"Today," so that 
none of you will be 
hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 
 14 For we have 
become partakers of 
Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of 
our assurance firm 
until the end, 
 15 while it is said, 
"TODAY IF YOU 
HEAR HIS VOICE, 
DO NOT HARDEN 
YOUR HEARTS, AS 
WHEN THEY 
PROVOKED ME." 
 16 For who 
provoked Him 
when they had 
heard? Indeed, did 
not all those who 
came out of Egypt 
led by Moses? 
 17 And with whom 
was He angry for 
forty years? Was it 
not with those who 
sinned, whose 
bodies fell in the 
wilderness? 
 18 And to whom 
did He swear that 
they would not 
enter His rest, but to 
those who were 
disobedient? 
 19 So we see that 
they were not able 
to enter because of 
unbelief. 

1  Therefore leaving 
the elementary 
teaching about the 
Christ, let us press 
on to maturity, not 
laying again a 
foundation of 
repentance from 
dead works and of 
faith toward God, 
 2 of instruction 
about washings and 
laying on of hands, 
and the resurrection 
of the dead and 
eternal judgment. 
 3 And this we will 
do, if God permits. 
 4 For in the case of 
those who have once 
been enlightened 
and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift 
and have been made 
partakers of the 
Holy Spirit, 
 5 and have tasted 
the good word of 
God and the powers 
of the age to come, 
 6 and then have 
fallen away, it is 
impossible to renew 
them again to 
repentance, since 
they again crucify to 
themselves the Son 
of God and put Him 
to open shame. 
 7 For ground that 
drinks the rain 
which often falls on 
it and brings forth 
vegetation useful to 
those for whose sake 
it is also tilled, 
receives a blessing 
from God; 
 8 but if it yields 
thorns and thistles, 
it is worthless and 
close to being 
cursed, and it ends 
up being burned. 

26 For if we go on 
sinning willfully after 
receiving the 
knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for 
sins, 
 27 but a terrifying 
expectation of 
judgment and THE 
FURY OF A FIRE 
WHICH WILL 
CONSUME THE 
ADVERSARIES. 
 28 Anyone who has 
set aside the Law of 
Moses dies without 
mercy on the 
testimony of two or 
three witnesses. 
 29 How much severer 
punishment do you 
think he will deserve 
who has trampled 
under foot the Son of 
God, and has 
regarded as unclean 
the blood of the 
covenant by which he 
was sanctified, and 
has insulted the Spirit 
of grace? 
 30 For we know Him 
who said, 
"VENGEANCE IS 
MINE, I WILL 
REPAY." And again, 
"THE LORD WILL 
JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." 
 31 It is a terrifying 
thing to fall into the 
hands of the living 
God. 

25 See to it that you 
do not refuse Him 
who is speaking. 
For if those did not 
escape when they 
refused him who 
warned them on 
earth, much less 
will we escape who 
turn away from 
Him who warns 
from heaven. 
 26 And His voice 
shook the earth 
then, but now He 
has promised, 
saying, "YET 
ONCE MORE I 
WILL SHAKE NOT 
ONLY THE 
EARTH, BUT 
ALSO THE 
HEAVEN." 
 27 This expression, 
"Yet once more," 
denotes the 
removing of those 
things which can 
be shaken, as of 
created things, so 
that those things 
which cannot be 
shaken may 
remain. 
 28 Therefore, since 
we receive a 
kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, 
let us show 
gratitude, by which 
we may offer to 
God an acceptable 
service with 
reverence and awe; 
 29 for our God is a 
consuming fire. 
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One author writes the following concerning the warning passages. 
 

The warning passages of Hebrews provide stern warnings and positive encouragement for all Christians 
to persevere in faith and in the Christian life.  They are often misunderstood as warnings about the 
possibility of losing salvation or as tests for whether a person is truly saved, but properly understood, 
they are warnings that true believers might fail in the Christian life resulting in disinheritance from 

rewards and loss of rulership with Christ [Emphasis added].2 

 
Personally, I believe there is a different thought present that needs to be addressed.  The 
author of Hebrews beautifully portrays the majesty and work of Christ and warns believers 
not to ignore their reward and inheritance He has offered them.  The first and fifth warnings 
bracket the main content of the book with "how shall we escape?" (Heb. 2:3; 12:25, the same 
Greek root ekpheugo is used for escape, from which we get our English word fugitive).  In 
between these two warnings the work of Christ is portrayed as surpassing and replacing the 
Mosaic Law and, as more of the greatness of Christ is revealed, the warnings become 
progressively more severe.  Each section of the book exalts Christ in some area and inserts a 
warning based on that aspect of Christ.  In light of this, I desire to offer the following thoughts. 
 
First, I believe the passages are to be handled holistically.  Each one adds different elements 
and together they teach a singular idea.  New Testament scholar Thomas Schreiner interacts 
with fellow educator Scott McKnight over the warning passages in Hebrews.  Listen as he 
speaks to what is held in common by both of them. 
 

So, let me begin with where we agree. First, Scot is exactly right in saying that all the warning passages must 
be read together and that they must be read synoptically. The warning passages mutually shed light on one 
another. How many interpreters and preachers fail to follow this simple principle! The author has one main 
point in the letter: don’t fall away! His whole sermon is designed to drive that point home (Heb. 13:22).3  

 
I believe, like Israel, local churches are a “mixed bag of worms.”  In light of this, several groups 
are present in the hearing audience. 
 
Second, I believe the passages are addressing Judaizers who are not “saved.”  This group 
needs to be “saved.” 
 

There were some in the readership who had made a profession of faith in Christ but were seriously 
considering returning to Judaism. It was not a case of the Galatian heresy where some were attempting to 
unite Christianity with Judaism; on the contrary, these people were about to abandon Christianity to slip back 
to the works system of Judaism.4 

 
Judaizers are “believers,” but not in Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise. 
 
Third, I also believe the passages are addressing those who profess to be saved and are not.  
This group needs to be “saved.”   
 
Let me comment on this idea for just a moment.  Is it possible for a true believer to be deceived 
concerning their own individual faith?  Let me make a statement.  In general, no unbeliever is 
walking around questioning whether or not they are saved.  Only believers, in general, doubt 
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their believing.  When a professing Christian questions whether or not they are genuine in 
their faith, chances are they are genuine believers.  Now, if we switch our questioning as to 
whether or not it is possible we might not be saved and that we are actually deceived in our 
believing, let me assure you that no genuine believer can be deceived as to their own personal 
faith. 
 
Those who profess Christianity when pressed concerning to what or to whom they are looking 
to for vindication in the great Day of Judgment, their response is not, “Jesus Christ is my great 
High Priest.”  But rather, their response is to their own works in contrast to that of others.  This 
brings us to our fourth point. 
 
Fourth, in addition, I believe the warning passages fall on the ears of those who are genuinely 
saved and as such are called to remember the singularity of their faith for their initial 
salvation and ongoing walk.  This group needs to continue resting in Jesus Christ as their great 
high priest.   
 
Fifth, the passages are instructional for they speak to the unique singularity of Jesus Christ as 
the one and only great high priest from whom and through whom mercy is obtained and 
grace is found in the time of need. 
 
Hebrews 2:1 and 4 note how there is no other venue for deliverance if not through Jesus 
Christ.  This same message is again introduced in Hebrews 12:25.  It is the same thought 
behind the idea that one cannot be saved who rejects Jesus Christ as their great High Priest 
(Heb. 6:6; 10:26). 
 
Sixth, I believe the issue is between believing the gospel and not believing the gospel.   
 
This is the singular issue in Hebrews 3.  If you believe God, you will enter His rest.  If you do 
not believe God, you will not enter His rest. 
 
Seventh, I believe the outcome of not believing is “consuming fire.”  If one does not believe, 
there is no “sacrifice for sins.”  Those who refuse the gospel “cannot be renewed to 
repentance.”  The equation that saves is, “Jesus plus nothing minus nothing.”  The equation 
that damns is, “Everything minus Jesus equal nothing.” 
 
The issue is not whether one can be saved, lost and then saved again.  The issue is whether 
anyone can be saved who rejects the singular salvation offered by God through His Son (Heb. 
6:6; 10:26).  Earlier we noted Thomas Schreiner and Scott McKnight.  Let us listen in once more 
on their conversation. 
 

I agree with Scot that the consequence of the sin described in Hebrews is final and eternal judgment. The 
author is not just talking about losing rewards. He is talking about going to hell.5 

 
Eighth, I do not believe it is referencing the loss of reward.  The passage does not appear to 
allow this.  This seems to be a conclusion based on an alternative to losing one’s justification.   
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The reasoning to this position is as follows, “We know you cannot lose your salvation, so it 
must be a loss of some type of reward.  Whether the reward is crowns or position is the 
debate.”  
 
Consider the following parallel passages. 
 

Matthew 7 Matthew 13 2 Peter Hebrews 6 
12  "In everything, therefore, treat 
people the same way you want them 
to treat you, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets.  13 "Enter through the 
narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 
the way is broad that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who 
enter through it.  14 "For the gate is 
small and the way is narrow that 
leads to life, and there are few who 
find it. 
 
21 ¶ "Not everyone who says to Me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven will 
enter.  22 "Many will say to Me on 
that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your 
name perform many miracles?'  23 
"And then I will declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; DEPART FROM 
ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS.'  24 "Therefore 
everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and acts on them, may be 
compared to a wise man who built 
his house on the rock.  25 "And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and yet it did not 
fall, for it had been founded on the 
rock.  26 "Everyone who hears these 
words of Mine and does not act on 
them, will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand.  27 "The 
rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fell--and 
great was its fall."  28 When Jesus 
had finished these words, the 
crowds were amazed at His 
teaching;  29 for He was teaching 
them as one having authority, and 
not as their scribes. 

3 And He spoke many 
things to them in parables, 
saying, "Behold, the sower 
went out to sow; 4 and as 
he sowed, some seeds fell 
beside the road, and the 
birds came and ate them 
up. 5 "Others fell on the 
rocky places, where they 
did not have much soil; 
and immediately they 
sprang up, because they 
had no depth of soil. 6 "But 
when the sun had risen, 
they were scorched; and 
because they had no root, 
they withered away. 7 
"Others fell among the 
thorns, and the thorns 
came up and choked them 
out. 8 "And others fell on 
the good soil and *yielded 
a crop, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, 
and some thirty. 9 "He who 
has ears, let him hear." 

17 These are springs 
without water and 
mists driven by a 
storm, for whom the 
black darkness has 
been reserved. 18 For 
speaking out arrogant 
words of vanity they 
entice by fleshly 
desires, by sensuality, 
those who barely 
escape from the ones 
who live in error, 19 
promising them 
freedom while they 
themselves are slaves 
of corruption; for by 
what a man is 
overcome, by this he is 
enslaved.  20 For if, 
after they have 
escaped the 
defilements of the 
world by the 
knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and 
are overcome, the last 
state has become 
worse for them than 
the first. 21 For it 
would be better for 
them not to have 
known the way of 
righteousness, than 
having known it, to 
turn away from the 
holy commandment 
handed on to them. 22 
It has happened to 
them according to the 
true proverb, "A DOG 
RETURNS TO ITS 
OWN VOMIT," and, 
"A sow, after 
washing, returns to 
wallowing in the 
mire." 

1  Therefore leaving the 
elementary teaching 
about the Christ, let us 
press on to maturity, 
not laying again a 
foundation of 
repentance from dead 
works and of faith 
toward God, 
 2 of instruction about 
washings and laying on 
of hands, and the 
resurrection of the dead 
and eternal judgment. 
 3 And this we will do, 
if God permits. 
 4 For in the case of 
those who have once 
been enlightened and 
have tasted of the 
heavenly gift and have 
been made partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, 
 5 and have tasted the 
good word of God and 
the powers of the age to 
come, 
 6 and then have fallen 
away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to 
repentance, since they 
again crucify to 
themselves the Son of 
God and put Him to 
open shame. 
 7 For ground that 
drinks the rain which 
often falls on it and 
brings forth vegetation 
useful to those for 
whose sake it is also 
tilled, receives a 
blessing from God; 
 8 but if it yields thorns 
and thistles, it is 
worthless and close to 
being cursed, and it 
ends up being burned. 
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In Matthew 7 and 13 Jesus explains to His disciples why some believe and some do not 
believe.   
 
Second Peter is a book dealing almost exclusively with the thought of falling away, of 
stumbling.  Peter seeks to empower and embolden his believing audience to stay the course 
and not pull away from the truth of Jesus Christ. 
 
Both of these passages speak to our situation in the Book of Hebrews.  Based on parallel 
passages I would conclude . . .  
 
Ninth, it is possible for anyone to make a profession of faith and appear to have a life changed 
by the gospel, but not to be genuinely saved.  This is the point of Hebrews 6:4-6. 
 
This is also a primary point in the complimentary passages in Matthew and Peter. 
 

In all five warning passages of Hebrews the thing to be avoided by the original readers of that discourse was 
not loss of believers' rewards but loss of salvation. Quite clearly the writer knew of a group in that early 
congregation who had made professions of faith in Jesus Christ but were in peril of jettisoning their 
confessions to apostatize and lapse back into Judaism. The prophetic elements in the warnings confirm this 
interpretation.6 

 
Tenth, the only way to know if such people are born-again will take place in the Day of 
Judgment when the great revealing takes place.  Such people who rely on their own work will 
be exposed for what they are, unbelievers.  Those who rely solely on the work of Jesus Christ 
will be exposed for what they are, believers. 
 
This, for me, is the issue.  To what or to whom are you relying on?  The language is intentional.  
Is Jesus your refuge from the wrath and justice of God, or do you look to another?   
 
Eleventh, the author of Hebrews encourages his reader to believe Jesus and to continue in 
believing in Jesus. 
 
Although the passages in Hebrews are titled “warning passages,” the primary thrust is for the 
audience to continue believing in Jesus.  The warning is a call to continue keeping Jesus as the 
singular object of one’s affection and energy and to continue looking to Him as their great 
High Priest.  It is for this reason the author of Hebrews exhorts his audience to . . . “lay aside 
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1, 2). 
 
When someone questions their salvation experience, the question asked is not did you believe, 
but do you believe?  If you did believe, but no longer believe, then you do not believe.  If you 
do believe, the matter is settled.  It does not matter when it began, only that it exists.  Some 
people who are questioned concerning their salvation experience point to a specific date or 
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time when they believed, but currently do not believe.  Friends, a date or time does not save.  
Jesus saves. 
 
What about the idea of “falling away?” 
 
There are several words used to describe the idea of “falling away.”  We often refer to one who 
falls away as an apostate.  “Apostasy is what one commits when they denounce, reject, or fall 
away from their faith (i.e. religion). A person who commits apostasy is called an apostate.”7  
Let us begin to unpack the idea. 
 
First, aphistemi means, “to remove, i.e. (actively) instigate to revolt; draw (fall) away, refrain, 
withdraw self.”  The most consistent use of this word is “to depart or leave.”  Its primary 
usage is not “to apostatize” from the Lord.  Anytime anyone leaves someone they are 
“departing.”  Below are three references concerning the idea of “falling away” from the Lord. 
 

• They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, 
which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. (Luke 8:13) 

 

• Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; (1 Tim. 4:1) 

 

• Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God. (Heb. 3:12) 

 
A second word for falling away is apostasia.  It means, “defection from truth (properly, the 
state), falling away, forsake.” 
 

• And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake 
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs. (Acts. 
21:21) 

 

• Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. (2 Thess. 2:3) 

 
Within the same word family is apostasion.  It is translated exclusively by “divorcement.” 
 

• It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: (Matt. 
5:31) 

 

• They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away? (Matt. 19:7) 

 

• And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. (Mark 10:4) 

 
In the parable of the soils we have the idea of falling away present. 
 

• 13 And He said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all the parables? 
14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and 
when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them. 16 In 
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a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the 
word, immediately receive it with joy; 17 and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only 
temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away. 
18 And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard 
the word, 19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 And those are the ones on whom seed was 
sown on the good soil; and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a 
hundredfold." (Mark 4:13-20) 

 
The fall away in verse 17 is the Greek word skandalizo from which we get our word 
scandalize.  They fall away because they have been scandalized.  The scandal can come 
because of affliction or persecution (v. 17) or it can come because of prosperity and riches (v. 
18).  Either one has the power to pull us away from Christ.  As a side note, we can hear the 
petition of Proverbs 30:7-9 echoed. 
 
Several times throughout the NT the word scandal is used.  There are several passages that 
put in stark contrast two groups.  One group believes who Jesus is and the other group does 
not believe and they are scandalized and offended by Him (Matt. 11:6; 13:57; 15:12; Mark 6:3).  
It is possible to make an initial profession of Christ and to follow Him only until an offense 
comes either through persecution or through prosperity (Matt. 13:21, 22).  The NT uses this 
word to describe Peter’s denial of Jesus at our Lord’s own betrayal (Matt. 26:33).  Who Jesus is 
scandalizes those who refuse to believe Him (Rom. 9:33; 1 Cor. 1:23; 1 Pet. 2:8).  They trip over 
Him. 
 
The idea of one who apostatizes is seen in 1 Timothy 18-20 as it relates to Hymenaeus and 
Alexander. 
 

• 18  This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made 
concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which 
some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20 Among these are Hymenaeus and 
Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme. (1 Tim. 1:18-
20) 

 
Such people as Hymenaeus and Alexander have not anchored their souls in the refuge that is 
Jesus.  Jesus Christ is not their High Priest. 
 
A similar exhortation is found in 1 Timothy 6:9. 
 

• 8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (1 tim. 6:9, 10) 

 
This passage parallels the thought in Mark 4:19 where the deceitfulness of riches pulls one 
away from the sufficiency of Christ.  Who are these apostates?  Every apostate gives the 
appearance of being something they are not.  They give the appearance of being Christian.  In 
fact, Matthew 7 says they actually believe at one time they were Christian.  In the strictest 
sense of the word, the apostate openly rejects Jesus Christ where once before they professed 
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Jesus Christ.   This must be the case since apostasy presupposes one is in a position from 
which they can fall.  Notice the language of the biblical text.  There are many within the 
gathered churches that are not actually “in the church.” 
 

• 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity 
to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to 
the saints. 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for 
this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that 
the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not 
believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has 
kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went 
after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. (Jude 3-7) 

 

• 15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both 
their mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny 
Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed. (Titus 1:15, 16) 

 

• 3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 4 But it 
was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which 
we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. (Gal. 2:3, 4) 

 

• 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my 
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own 

selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on 
the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one 
with tears. (Acts 20:28-31) 

 

• 18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 
have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not 
really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it 
would be shown that they all are not of us. (1 John 2:18, 19) 

 
I do not say this with any degree of flippancy, but I cannot doubt there are within our 
fellowship wolves in sheep’s clothing.  I do not know who they are, but they are there/here. 
 
Is it possible for a believer to be restless because of their failure to rest in Christ’s sufficiency?  
Yes, it is possible for a believer to be restless because of their failure to rest in Christ’s 
sufficiency.  But this cannot be proven from the warning passages in the Book of Hebrews.  
The warning passages call the unbelieving to believe and the believing to continue looking to 
Jesus who is the author and completer of faith (Heb. 12:2). 
 
The issue of perseverance is not one of keeping rules or refraining from failure, but of 
believing in Jesus as your great High Priest.  The idea of perseverance is based on 
preservation.  I am preserved by God, thus I persevere.  For example, with the ending of 
harvest we think of persevere our gardened foods.  My wife grew up in a home that canned 
their harvested foods.  When a food item is canned it is preserved.  Because the food item has 
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been preserved, it perseveres.  No food item continues long that has not been in some manner 
preserved. 
 
Hence, the warning is not to be better or else; nor is it a warning not to fail or else, but to rest 
completely in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  We are to be strongly encouraged by the 
preserving power of God.  It is His preservation that enables me to persevere. 
 
The issue is whether one believes, not shades or gradations of belief.  When the multitude left 
Egypt it was a mixed multitude.  The issue was whether or not the individual believed.  To 
what or to whom are they looking for their eternal rest?  On what or on who had they built 
their life?  On what or on who where they resting? 
 
The language of Hebrews 6:7, 8 parallels the language of Matthew’s Gospel and that of Peter’s 
Letter.  Both Hebrews and elsewhere speak of tangible fruit even in the life of those who are 
not genuinely saved.  The issue isn’t the fruit, but the foundation or soil.  It is only in the hard 
place, in the Day of Judgment, that such a disclosure is fully known.  The warning to us is for 
us to make sure we are resting on the finished work of Jesus Christ and not our own work.  
When you stand before God and you will stand before God and give an account, to what or to 
whom will you turn as evidence of your access before the Father? 
 

• To what or to whom are you looking for your justification from sin’s guilt? 

• To what or to whom are you looking for your redemption from sin’s debt?  

• To what or to whom are you looking for your reconciliation from sin’s alienation?  

• To what or to whom are you looking for your adoption from sin’s separation?  

• To what or to whom are you looking for the satisfying of God’s just sentence against you 
as a transgressor of His law?  

 
As we tie this to the warning passages in the Book of Hebrews this is what it might look like. 
 

• Hebrews 2.1-4 If you do not believe in the fullness and finality of Jesus, you will 
not escape judgment.  

• Hebrews 3.12-19 If you do not believe in the fullness and finality of Jesus, you will 
not enter into His rest. 

• Hebrews 6.1-8 If Jesus Christ is not your High Priest, then you will stand before 
God the Father on your own merit. 

• Hebrews 10.26-31 If you do not believe in the fullness and finality of Jesus, you will 
fall into the hands of the living God. 

• Hebrews 12.25-29 If you do not believe in the fullness and finality of Jesus, you will 
not enter into His kingdom. 

 
The issue isn’t whether one loses a reward or loses their salvation.  The issue is whether one is 
actually saved by obeying Him the source of eternal salvation or whether one is looking to 
something else other than Him. 
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The question confronting any reader of the New Testament is whether or not they will believe 
the record given concerning Jesus Christ and embrace Him as their one and only High Priest 
or whether or not they will reject this record and seek their own path of justification before 
God. 
 
This is the question, “Are you born-again?”  This is the challenge laid before the Jewish Rabbi 
Nicodemus in John 3 by the Lord Himself.  If you do not believe in Jesus Christ as your High 
Priest before the Father, then you have no means or hope of satisfying God’s just demands for 
the removal of sin’s debt and for the adoption into His family. 
 
Friend,  
1. Have you realized you are helplessly and hopelessly condemned before God’s just 
sentence against you? 

2. Are you willing and able to give up all hope in anything other than Jesus and are you 
now willing to turn to Jesus alone and only as your great High Priest before the Father? 

3. Will you accept His provision in the person and work of His Son? 
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